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lap that river for some hundreds of miles on bota sides, 21c:  the northern shores of Ontario, !
throu:h the Westeru Peninsula, on all sidles of Lake Superior, and westward to tho Miss's-:
gippi. Niurthward from the line ttus traced there »nre to this day few Indians who do rot!
speak dialects of the Algonquint ngue. Itis thel aguage of the Micmacs and Abenakis in;
the east, and of the Ojibways to the south and west of Lake Supericr, and is hea.d through- |
.out a great p-rtion of the Hu/lsan’s Bay ‘Lerritor es in greater or less pority. . i

Tro Algonguing differ from the Ircquo’s in many ways, hoth in character and habits. !
They had comparatively little agricultnre. To this day the differ nce i: remarkably cvident ;
at the Lake of Two Mountains, where the village is inbabited by descendants of both nations. !
Nearly cvery family of Algonquins liv- s for the ereater part of the year on its ancestral:
hunting grounds on the different tributaries of the Ottawa, whereas the Irogrois are to bei
found chiefly in the shaxties, acting as voyagenrs in the North-West, or tilling their reserves. |

A few hereditary maxims or customs, enforced by pul lic opin ¢n, and a {tt'ng resrect

and deference to their+chiefs, constituted all the government of the Algonquins. They
displayed less practical wisdom and intelligenco than the Ircquois, but surpassed all the
nations of this cont:nent in their stories of beautiful legend and tradilion and swect poctry.
Colden called them tho * most warlike and polife nation in North America ”* Tho enthusiasm
in their favor with which lorg association with them inspired such men as Ilcchewelder,
Schooleraft and Cat'in, is testimony enough to their many cxcellent qualities, particularly
to their gentle manners and generous hospitality. _ .
i Although less disposed towards agrieniture than the Iroquois, the Algonquins displayed
the grealest industry in their favorite pursuit of hunting. ''he importance of their trade
with the krench cannot now be estimated, but it seems te have been tho chief support of
Canada in her carly days. ** Le Canada ne subsile que parle grand commeree des pelle:ries.”’
(Larontan.) We have no acenriate statistics of the extent of their trade, bnt Lohontan
menticns seeiny a hundred and twenty-five or thirty canoces arrive at Montreal at uns time.
each containing forty packs of beaver skins, each pack weighing {ifty pounds, and heing
woith fifty crowns. The cargn of this fleet. therefore, avernged abo t a ton to the cance, and
was worth 260,000 crowns. or $275.600. After giv ng a lively description cf this great annual
fair at Montreal,—of the ceremony of the recepticn of the Indinng by tho Guvernor,—of the
effect upon the scene of hundreds « f savages dressed almest wholly in paint,~the biron says:
“['hig ig a description of ono of the best harvests of Canada. The rich and noar profit by
it, for you must know that during that time everybody is a trader.” (Letter 8, £8th June, 1685.)
Woe may estimate the rate of Frenrh profits from Lat eitan’s statement that they sold their
goods to the Indians at four hundred per cent. ahove their value.

The Algenquing and Lurons clung as faithiully to the French alliance as the Ivoqu’is
to the En lish. They not only rendered most important aid in all expedit’ons against the
English and their allies, but in 1665 they sent one immense force to clear tho  t. Lawroence
and the Ottawa from the war-parties of the Five Nations, who at times almost annihilated
the r trade wit» Canada. This expedition numbered, according te tradition, soven hundred
war canoes (probably containing ten thousand men', which divided into threo parts, and
entered Canada bv way of Detro't River, the Severn, and Lake Simcoe, and Fre-~ch Ri:er
and the Ottawa. The immediate cause of this wor appea s to have heen the killing, by n
war party of Iroquo's, of some Algonqu'ng c¢n their way back to Lako Superior, which
ceeurred on the portage surmounting the Chaudiere Falls, (Ottawa,) The Alzcnquinsin-
flicted a series of defeats cn their enemies along Lake Ontario, the St. Lawrence, sunt the
Ottawa, and reem for a time to hava put a stop te interference w th the r trado with Crnada

In 1755, the same year which fiund King Hendrick and his Mohawks fight ng for the
English at Lake Georze, the wrrriors of various A'ginquin iribes a'most dewmolirhed
Braddock’s army; and the all’'ed bands who, under Pontiac, resisted the westw-rd progress
of the Driti:h ir 1763, though goirg under the names of Ottawas, Pottawatomies, Miamis,
Weas, &-., were all of the great Algonquin family, I may here remork that the numb rf
distinct Indian pations is not nearly so great as is usually suppc:cd. The samo tr be has
often mi.ny names. Thus, the pecple whom the Freneh call'd 4 . =quins call themzolves
1 j bwavs. Chippewn 1sa corruption of thisnta~, The I oyuoiscr i nomselves Adirond 'es.
Different bands have received the names of Ottawas, Pottawa...nies, &c., at various
unknown times and for reasons now Jost. L. ) "

Pontiac di<played remarkable statesmanship in keeping together the diferent banTs of
his race, great courage, and ¢msummate gen:ralship  Tho Lue of Easlish forts from
Niagara to Green Bay, twelvo in number, were attaeked st the same tume; nire of them
being takken. During the summer of 1764, Detroit was kept clo ely invested. Deori~g this
siege occurred tho battie of Bloody Bridee, where the Briti-h commander was out genrralled
by Pontinc nnd Cefeated, losing half his force. The siego was aba- dimed. owing £ tho
Indians dropping away as the hunting season camne on. Pon.ias’s carcer wassoon afterwards
endol by the knifo of one ot his own neople. .

T.e tribes now remaining in Canada, speakinz the Alsonquin langnage and coznate
dialects, are known under t~e names giren n the following tabl -, taken from rep: rts of th.,
Indizn Department and of the Szeretarv of State. 1t will be scen that their numbers, like
those of the Iroguois nations, a-e at last increasinz.

.. Popnlation, i Popnlation Exm?t of
Abo:igines. e 0 * 1 Lesorves.
g"l ——-1&).). ‘ 1853. A"“eﬂi )
Chippewas and Mnnsees, of the Thames +........ 558 605 1200 1
Moravians, of the Tham=8 ..ceeeverne-. et ST 24) 25) 4,300
Chippewas Pottawatamies and Ot:awa:, of Wal- |- |
.pole fsland ........... T RN s 700 8 10 029
Chippewas. of Rama, Snake Istand, & Caristiando.| 581 (1837) 87 Uncartan..
Misgnsaueas, of Rics, Mnd, and Scugag Lakes - .. 372 302 Ditto.
Mississangas of Alawick «coveviiereniiinniinnin. 225 193 Ditto-
Total carried £rward -»vovememsons e 2,62 | 2760 | 25,00




